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trouble, and a strong man was wanted. So great was the
trust that Englishmen felt in him that even when he
went wrong they preferred his rule to that of anyone
else. No sooner was the Crimean War ended than he got
into a dispute with China because the Chinese had
boarded a vessel belonging to a Chinaman but flying the
British flag. It had no right to fly it, but the Chinese
were doing us no injury. Palmerston, however, said our
flag was insulted, and went to war about it. His own
party revolted against him, and he was defeated in the
Commons, Instead of resigning, he dissolved Parliament
and appealed to the country. In the General Election
of 1857 he was sent back with a large majority, and several
of his critics, including Bright and Cobden, lost their
seats.

His countrymen believed in him to the last. They
admired the man, who, like Lord Shaftesbury's great
ancestor, was " a daring pilot in extremity". They did
not see that he, too, would " steer too nigh the sands
to boast his wit", that but for the intervention of the
dying Prince Consort, he would have plunged his country
into a disastrous war with the United States. His protest
to the Tsar in 1863 on behalf of the insurgent Poles met
with as little success as his protest to the King of Prussia
and his " Iron Chancellor" Bismarck against the unpro-
voked invasion of Denmark by Prussian forces, an action
that was to be the first move in the building up of a
united and bellicose German Empire.

It was not till Palmerston's death in 1865 that the
dividing line between Liberals and Conservatives was
clearly drawn.

" Every boy and every gal

That's born into the world alive
Is either a little Liberal,
Or else a little Conservative,"
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